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Freestanding sign 

Article 12 of the Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance regulates the number, size and type of signs 

that businesses may display and, in certain instances, the length of time that signs can be    

posted.  Generally, no permanent sign should be installed, altered, refaced or relocated unless 

a sign permit has been issued by the  zoning administrator. The county is committed to working 

with you to make sure that your business or property is adhering to the countyôs Zoning         

Ordinance.   

This brochure provides property and business owners with tips for having the greatest visual 

impact with your signs. Additionally, this brochure contains contact information on where to go 

to get more in-depth information and assistance regarding signs. 
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Temporary signs  
that fill windows 
obscure what is 
going on inside    
and overwhelm 
the customer. 

Too many signs or makeshift temporary signs give the impression of clutter and      

disorganization and can be distracting, making it harder to discern the main message. 

Banners, flags, 
and ground   
wavers create 
dangerous    
distractions for 
motorists; add to 
visual clutter; 
and are often       
confusing. 

How do you attract potential customers to your business when they are in cars and buses traveling 

at 30-45 miles per hour?  One answer is through signs.  Signs are one of the best ways to promote a 

business.  However, research shows that when there are too many signs, the result is visual clutter 

that actually detracts customers.  Too many signs along roadways can be unsafe for drivers who are 

trying to read the messages when they should be paying attention to their driving, and also can result 

in the intended message getting lost or misunderstood.  When it comes to signs, the old adage holds 

true ð ñLess is more.ò 

 

BUSINESS SIGNAGEðA CASE FOR ñLESS IS MOREò 

 

 

HOW CAN YOU HAVE THE GREATEST IMPACT WITH                                                           

YOUR SIGNS? 
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signs should be maintained in a safe, neat and clean condition.  
 
�x�� Too many signs, lots of different types of signs or a cluttered arrangement of signs 

may convey a negative message about your  business.  
 
�x�� The name of your business, products and services offered or a key promotion can 

get lost among too many signs.  
 
�x�� Shopping centers with multiple tenants should consider a coordinated signage plan 

that fosters a unified look, while allowing for individuality among businesses.  


